
ahay/tb Httsayn al-Aufiytfljafo 





The Farewell Advice of the 
Prophet (#,) 



All\ 

Kalamullah.Com 



by 

Husayn al- ( Awayishah 



Translated by 
Faisal Ibn Muhammad 



Contents 



TransliterationTable 5 

Introduction 7 

After the Death of the Prophet (si) 10 

The Value ofThat Final Advice 13 

“I Order You to Fear Allah” 17 

What then is the Remedy? 23 

It is not Permissible to Depend Solely 

on the Qur’an to the Exclusion of the Sunnah 28 

Whoever Takes From the Companions 

has Indeed Taken From the Qur’an 31 

Is it One Sunnah (Way) or Two? 34 

At Times When Muslims Disagree about 
Many Matters, What Should our 

Attitude be Regarding Innovations? 37 

“For Every Innovation is Misguidance” 40 

A Refutation of Those Who Classify 

Innovations into Two Categories: Good 

Innovations and Evil Ones 41 

The Danger of Bid' ah (Innovation) 46 

In the Final Command of His, the 
Prophet (sis) Forbade us From One 

Matter Only: Innovation 51 

Conclusion 52 




Transliteration Table 



Consonants , 



* 


5 




d 




a 




k 




b 


■ 


dh 




t 


j 


l 


O 


t 


j 


r 




z 


■ 


m 


O 


th 


j 


z 


19 


( 


0 


n 


r 


j 


l/* 


s 


■ 


g h 


■ 


h 


r 


m 




sh 




f 


J 


w 


c 


kh 




s 


J 


q 


(S 


y 



Vowels, diphthongs, etc . 



Short: 


. 


a 




i 


j 


u 


Long: 




a 


■ 


I 


t 


u 


diphthongs: 






0 x 


ay 


a " 


aw 








































The Farewell Advice of the 
Prophet(#|) 




Introduction 



Indeed, all praise is for Allah; we praise Him, repent to Him, 
and seek His forgiveness and help. We seek refuge in Allah from 
the evil of our own selves and of our wicked deeds. Whomsoever 
Allah guides, none can lead astray; and whomsoever Allah leads 
astray, none can guide. And I bear witness that none has the right 
to be worshipped except Allah alone, and He has no partner; and 
I bear witness that our Prophet Muhammad is His slave and 
Messenger. 




O you who believe! Fear Allah ($g) (by doing all that He has 
ordered and by abstaining from all that He has forbidden) as 
He should be feared. [Obey Him, be thankful to Him, and 
remember Him always], and die not except in the state of 
Islam (as Muslims) with complete submission to Allah ($g). 
(Quran 3:102) 




O mankind be dutiful to your Lord, who created you from a 
single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He created his 
wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He created many 
men and women and fear Allah ($g) through Whom you 
demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the relations 
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of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allah ($§) is Ever and All 
Watcher over you. (Qur’an 4:1) 




O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah (j$g) and fear 
Him, and speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to do 
righteous good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And 
whosoever obeys Allah (jjg) and His Messenger (^) he has 
indeed achieved a great achievement (i.e. he will be saved 
from the Hell-fire and made to enter Paradise). (Qur’an 33: 

70,71) 

Indeed, the most truthful speech is Allah’s Book, and the best 
guidance is that of Muhammad (5jH). The most evil of affairs are 
newly invented ones (in the Religion), for every newly invented 
practice is an innovation (bid! ah), every innovation is misguidance, 
and every misguidance is in the Fire. 

In recent times, many sincere Muslims have looked to assess the 
situation of our Nation, and what they saw were the effects of the 
Devil’s accomplishments, the blackness of wicked deeds, and the 
blood of many wounds. They saw discord, disagreement, disunity, 
confusion, and anxiety. They perceived the evil results of not 
ruling according to Allah’s Book in the home, in the marketplace, 
or in society. They saw these results in schools, universities, books, 
newspapers, and the media; in fact, they even witnessed them 
in the best of places, Mosques, where innovations now flourish. 
And they have also seen the effects of that evil among the ranks of 
callers to Islam and students of knowledge. 

Those who hasten to do good deeds are in competition to find 
a cure for our Nation and its woes. The medicines, rather the 
panaceas, that are proffered are many, yet the situation remains 
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unchanged - except in certain quarters, where scattered efforts are 
made, but not enough to effect an overall change. 

If we truly want a universal cure to our woes, we must study 
the advice and farewell guidance given by the Prophet (3§§) to his 
Companions and to his Nation - which has been related by Al- 
Irbad ibn Sariyah (*&). 

The Messenger of Allah (^j|) delivered a sermon that caused 
the hearts of his Companions (i&) to quake and their eyes to shed 
tears. Then, at that point, he imparted to them some final advice. 

That advice applies to our era as it does to all eras; it is advice 
that is most befitting during times of strife and discord, times when 
Muslims are divided into groups and parties, with each group 
saying, “We are upon the truth and upon what is right, and it is 
others who have gone astray.” 

Everyone is trying to show his wares to Muslims, trying to 
entice them to his group and away from other groups or parties. 
Each, explicitly or implicitly, accuses the rest of not having a 
comprehensive understanding of Islam, of not inviting others in 
a way that is pleasing to Allah ($g). We live in a time when each 
one of us is in dire need of reflecting on the final advice of the 
Messenger of Allah (^§). 

That need has spurred me on to write this brief treatise, in the 
hope that it might be received by ears that listen with compliance, 
hearts that are fearful of their Lord, and souls that answer the call 
to righteousness. 

I ask Allah (3g) to make my efforts in putting this work together 
sincere for Him, and not for anyone else. I ask Allah ($g) to benefit 
the Muslim Nation through me, to make me a key to goodness, 
and a lock preventing evil. Indeed, He ($g) is upon all things 
capable. 



Husayn Ibn Aoudah al-'Awayishah 
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After the Dea th of the Prophet (iH) 



The Messenger of Allah (5§|) died: eyes shed tears, hearts 
saddened, the world darkened, and the believers reproached 
themselves for any changes that came over them afterwards. The 
teacher, who was beloved to all believers and who was merciful to 
them, died. When one loses someone who was dear and beloved 
and revered, his heart becomes filled with memories: there did he 
sit; there did he stand; he used to say and do such and such. When 
people lose a loved one, they naturally contemplate and relive the 
words and phrases that he uttered. But if the deceased was also 
revered as a model, they remember his advice, especially his final 
advice, striving with all of their soul to apply it. They reflect on his 
words and give them another life through action. 



If your hearts were wounded by the death of your Prophet 
(#,), then hasten to apply his final advice. Irbad ibn Sariyah (4&>) 
related, 
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The Messenger of Allah ($Sj§) delivered to us an eloquent 
and profound sermon, one that caused eyes to shed tears and 
hearts to quake. We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! It is as if this 
is a farewell sermon!’ He ($§|) said, Tear Allah, and you must 
listen and obey (to those in authority), even if an Ethiopian 
slave is made a leader over you. Whoever from you lives after 
me will see much conflict; then upon you is my Sunnah and 
the Sunnah of the rightly-guided Khalifahs after me: bite on 
it (i.e. my Sunnah...) with your molars 1 . And beware and 
stay away from innovated matters, for every innovation is 
misguidance. 2 

And in another narration: 

1^1 -a. Q ji 0) (J j Lj LlLjS_£ 

V IglJ ^ J Ai)) : Jli 

c \ (Sjy^ i y A CklJLlLft 

Ij-S jjl £,Ld_U-l -J ^ ^ Ar* u 
^jA jll Lcli c LJUa>- 1j_*p jl j j \^ : 1 p 



; Meaning: adhere to my Sunnah and cling to it, just as one who is clinging 
to something with his teeth does so with his molars, fearing that that thing 
will get away. 

2 Related by Abu Dawud in Sahih Abu Dawud (3851), by Al-Tirmidhi in 
Sahih Sunan Al-Tirmidhi (2157), by Ibn Majah in Sahih Sunan Ibn Majah 
(40), as well as by others. Refer to Sahih Al-Targhib Wa l-Tarhib (pg. 24) 
and Kitab Al-Sunnah (54), by Ibn Abu 'Asim, which was revised by our 
Shaykh al-Albani - may Allah have mercy on him. In the narration of Al- 
Nisa’i and AJ-Bayhaqi in Al-Asma Wa l-Sifat is the following: “And every 
misguidance is in the Hellfire.” And that addition is with an authentic 
chain, as in Al-Ajwibah Al-Nafi ah (pg. 545) and Islahal-Masajid (pg. 11). 
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We said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! It is as if this is a farewell 
sermon! Then what do you charge us with?’ He said, 
‘I have left you upon the white [clear proof], whose night is 
like its day. None strays from it after me except for one who 
is destroyed. Whoever from you lives after me will see much 
conflict; then upon you is what you know from my Sunnah 
and the Sunnah of the rightly-guided Khalifahs : bite on it 
(i.e. my Sunnah...) with your molars. It is upon you to obey 
[those in authority], even if it is an Ethiopian slave. Indeed, 
the believer is like an Anif camel (a camel that has some wood 
put in its nose; because of the pain it feels, it obeys the rider): 
wherever it is led, it goes.” 3 



3 Sahih Sunan Ibn Majah (41). 
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The Value of That Final Advice 



Imagine the feelings of a tenderhearted mother as she says 
farewell to her beloved son or the emotions of a loving father as 
he parts from his dearly beloved child and know that the parting 
we are discussing here is greater and more poignant. Indeed, the 
Messenger of Allah (3§|) was saying farewell to his Companions 
and to his Nation. What, pray tell, did he say to them? Did he 
clarify for them rulings of Islamic Jurisprudence? Did he teach 
them a matter related to beliefs, one that he had previously not 
mentioned? Or did he teach them a new ruling related to Islamic 
manners? The situation called for something else, for the Religion 
and “the favour” were complete; therefore this advice had to be the 
most comprehensive that he ever gave — if you will, the mother of 
all advice. It had to embrace all that was good and virtuous, and it 
had to warn against all evil. 

That final advice gives you Islam, iman , and ihsan in compact 
form; it takes you out of confusion and anxiety and guides you to 
the way of right guidance. No wonder, for the Prophet (#,) was 
given the ability to express much in few words. O seeker of good: 
let us drink from the pure springs that are his words: 

“The Messenger of Allah (#,) delivered to us an eloquent and 
profound sermon,” which was in answer to Allah’s command: 

But admonish them, and speak to them an effective word to 
reach their inner selves. (Qur’an 4:63) 
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Invite (mankind, O Muhammad (<^§)) to the Way of your 
Lord with wisdom and fair preaching. (Qur’an 16:125) 

The author of Jami al- Ulum wa l-Hif^am said that the caller 
to Allah ($g) should be eloquent, for people are prone to accepting 
the message of a talk when it is spoken eloquently. In Arabic, 
balaghah (eloquence) means to convey an intended meaning to the 
hearts of listeners in the best manner, using the most appropriate 
words for the task, words that attract the listener and penetrate the 
innermost regions of his heart. The Messenger of Allah 
(2§§) wouldn't prolong his sermons; rather, he kept them short, yet 
profound in meaning. 

j )) * JbS (<^>) a J-! 

j l C-J L5\J (^l|) 

Jabir ibn Samarah (<^>) related, “I used to pray with the 
Messenger of Allah ($££): his prayer was in the middle (i.e., 
neither long nor short) and his sermon was the same (neither 
long nor short).” 4 

In another narration, Abu Wa’il said, “'Ammar delivered a 
sermon to us, which was short yet profound. When he descended 
from the pulpit, we said, ‘O Abu al-Yaqdhan! You spoke much 
using few words; better yet had you breathed (i.e. prolonged your 
sermon).” He said, “Indeed, I heard the Messenger of Allah 
iM) say, 



1 j-LJsli (4 g d • ( J-Pr jJl J j_L? j] 

. i j > jLJi 



4 Muslim (866). 
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